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This book Hacking is part of Polity Press’s “Digital Media and Society Series”. Reasons 

for why I choose this book are very simple: it is not too long and most topics 

discussed in this book are what I am always interested in and which I believe can help 

me look into and understand the possibilities, sensibilities and ethic issues of 

twenty-first-century societies and cultures. Actually this book is kind of academic, 

and contains some part of technology things. However, when I finished the reading, I 

found it is still a good primer on all-things-hacky, which provides many meaningful 

and objective information and views for people who are into the hacking society to 

better understand the real culture of the hacking. Moreover this book contains a lot 

but tight arguments to give readers more ideas.  

 

The whole book contains 6 chapters: The Hack, Cracking: Black Hats on the Internet, 

Free Software and Open Source: Collaboration, Objects and Property, Hacking the 

Social: Hacktivism, Cyberwar, Cyberterror, Cybercrime, Hacking the Non-Hack: 

Creative Commons, Hackers who don’t Programme, Programming Proletariat, 

Hacking Sub-Cultures and Nerds and Geeks, The meaning of Hack. 

 

The author of this book Tim Jordan worked in Sociology at the University of East 

London for 6 years and then moved to Sociology at Open University for 11 years. He 

became a Reader in Sociology at the Open University and was a co-founder of the 

journal Social Movements. Now he works at King’s College London. He is interested 

in the research of hacking and hacktivism, social movements and popular protest, so 

the topic which discussed in chapter 4 (Hacking the social) is kind of familiar ground 

to Tim Jordan. Actually, in his previous books, Hacking: the culture and sociology of 

contesting digital media, Hacktivism: rebels with a cause, Activism!: direct action, 

hacktivism and the future of society, he tried to open up a window to the hacking 

society and gave an overview of the hacking culture, he was also concerned with the 

hacktivists. 

 

In this book, Tim Jordan first discusses the two key components of hacking: cracking 

and free software and open source programming. He tries to make the distinction 

between hacking and cracking. The term ‘cracker’ is used for people who employ 

their skills in order to break into security systems. Since extensive media gained by 

crackers make hacking become the synonym for illicit computer intrusions and crimes. 

Actually cracking is only one side of hacking, usually the dark side, however, hacking 



refers more to the broad territory of computer programming, both illicit and 

sanctioned. Tim Jordan says that it is good way to judge a member’s behavior by his 

motivation, but he also concedes that crackers themselves often blur the border 

between hidden and forbidden knowledge exploitation and criminal exploitation. 

Anyway, cracking embeds within hacking a desire to constantly test and deconstruct 

technologies. It is very brilliant to put the Free Software and Open Source movement 

just behind the Cracking chapter, totally different two sides of the hacking society. 

First your computer system is intruded by someone, and then you have the open 

sorcerers to strengthen and rebuild the technology and digital world. Another things 

should be noticed here is Free Software/Open Source software is freely available, 

freedom means that the programs often need not be paid for but more importantly 

and fundamentally that the code that constitutes the software can be taken and 

adjusted for free as long as any changes made to the code are, in turn, made 

available to anyone else to use or adjust. 

 

In chapter 4, he explores the complexity of hacking by adding in those who take the 

hack and apply it to society dealing with such phenomena as war, crime, terrorism 

and political protest. Again, Tim Jordan thinks the motivation is a useful discriminator. 

Hacktivists aim at political change. Cyberwarriors engage in inter-nation-state conflict 

to further their own nation-state’s interests. Cyberterrorists look for political effects 

by inflicting psychologically resonant violence. Cybercriminals seek personal gain. In 

Jordan’s opinion, these four motivations distinguish hacking the social from hacking. 

However, Jordan still finds it is hard to delimit hacktivism from cyber-terrorism and 

from cyber-crime. 

 

Following this chapter, in the chapter Hacking the Non-Hack, the author shows us 

some of the ways programming and hacking intertwine in hackers who do not 

program or programmers who do no hack, as well as opening this out to see 

programming culture, general symbolic cultures of hacking and various 

hacking-related subcultures. He introduces four distinct groups. First, there are those 

who have taken up Free Software’s innovations around copyright and look to extend 

this politics of distribution more generally. Second, there are those who play 

interesting roles within hacking but who do not themselves involve in programming, 

such as publishers, etc. Third, there are those who program but who have the ability 

of hackers to intervene in socio-technological determinations stripped away, and in 

compensation are offered salaries and hacking cultures. They dress like hackers but 

they are non-hackers. The last, there are sub-cultures of hacking with distinct groups 

devoted to specific pursuits, like virus writers, etc.  

 

In chapter 5, Jordan also discusses a lot in the property issues. Free, not as in free 

beer but as in free culture. Wile slogans such as “free culture” have been used in the 

context, “free digital information” maybe more accurate. And the generation of new 

forms of property by Creative Commons seeks to take the inversions of property law 

created by the Free Software Foundation and apply them more generally. Jordan 



gives many examples and arguments in this chapter, and through the examples, we 

can see that hacking is not free of the conditions of today’s socio-economic 

structures.  

 

The last chapter is more like a summary of the whole book. Tim Jordan quickly covers 

most topics and reinforces some points of the book. 

 

Looking back, we can see through analyzing and looking at a quantity of cases and 

arguments, the author comes to his own conclusions and understandings on various 

aspects of the hack. For example, at the beginning of the book, when talking about 

what a hack means, Tim Jordan doesn’t just simply give a specific definition. Instead, 

he first gives two quick examples of a hack showing us two types of hackers: 

Tomlinson, who acts like an engineer, and the anonymous Pentagon cracker who acts 

like a bandit, then gives us the original ideas about the motivations from hackers 

their own perspectives. Next the author begins to discuss and compares some 

different views and definitions of the hack, which includes Taylor, Himanen, Wark, 

Thomas, etc, most of them are professional theorists and view the hack is to make 

differences and being creativity.  

 

Finally Tim Jordan gives his own understanding of the hack. He argues that notions of 

the hack such as those propounded by Himanen or Wark are senseless because in 

their hands the hack refers to everything, and such definitions are problematic for 

they are idealist. In his point of view, the hack needs to be understood as that which 

communities both construct and reconstruct, a hack is a material practice, something 

that is done by people and understood and defined by collective constructions of 

groups of people, that produces differences in computers, network and 

communications technologies. Tim Jordan views hackers as the warriors of 

technological determinism because they constantly challenge and grapple with the 

everyday determinations of technologies. 

 

As Tim Jordan mentioned, one of the aims of this book has been to demonstrate the 

breadth of hacking, while at the same time defining what it is that constitutes 

hacking. The two aims pull in different directions, with the desire for breadth pulling 

examples further and further from what we might intuitively think is hacking, until 

we reach, for example, stereotyped film versions of nerds. 

 

Across the book, Tim Jordan argues convincingly the claim that hacking must first be 

understood as contingent, contextual, social and as a material engagement with 

computers and computer technology. Only then can one begin to theorize about how 

hacking praxis might inform other cultural, political, creative, technical or social 

spheres. At the end of the book, he concludes that hacking introduces contradictions, 

tensions and new possibilities for studying relationships between society, technology 

and determination. On the one hand, hackers infect the computers of the world, 

entering where they are not invited, taking over not just individual workstations but 



whole networks. On the other hand, hackers write the software that fuels the 

Internet, from popular web programs to software fundamental to the Internet’s 

existence. While we are determined by technology, hackers work constantly within 

determinations of their actions created by technologies as they also alter software to 

enable entirely new possibilities for action in the virtual world. In essence, Jordan is 

looking at the digital societies within societies. 

 

The book also contains a further reading part before the references part which can 

help readers easily understand and find the resource they want. 

 

In my opinion, Hacking is a good and useful guide, not only functions well on 

introducing the definitions and explanations of all-things-hacky, but also contains rich 

resources and views to help widen our visions and understandings. However, it is still 

a little dry to read, containing many academic arguments and cases. But for anyone 

who is very interested in the social dynamics of hacking or social movements I 

recommend you to have a look. 

 

 


